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Abstract:

This research addresses one of the most intricate and
practically consequential domains in the critique of
magqasid al-shariah formulation: the critique of applying
and exemplifying maqasid rules. The study departs from a
central problematic: contemporary magqasid scholarship
suffers from two opposing phenomena—deficiency in
practical application and excess in exemplification. On one
hand, theoretical discourse and historical narration have
dominated at the expense of applying rules to
contemporary issues and legal emergencies; on the other
hand, some researchers have engaged in faulty
exemplification by employing maqasid rules to nullify
established legal rulings agreed upon by consensus, or to
suspend categorical textual evidence under the pretext of
achieving maqasid objectives. The research aims to:
identify the governing principles of properly applying
magqasid rules and the conditions of sound exemplification;
expose deficiencies in certain contemporary applications;
and establish a constructive critical methodology that
safeguards maqasid formulation from sliding toward
corrupt interpretation or paralyzing rigidity. The research
employs an inductive, analytical, and critical methodology,
drawing on authoritative texts of maqasid scholarship
across different eras. The study concludes with key
findings: sound application of maqasid rules requires
distinguishing between the role of the mujtahid scholar and
the layperson; the absence of practical application is a
deficiency that deprives magqasid rules of their value; and
faulty exemplification is more harmful to the science of
magqasid than the absence of exemplification. This article is
part of a broader academic study on the critique of maqasid
formulation, both theoretically and applied.

Keywords: Maqasid critique, application of maqasid rules,
magqasid exemplification, objectives of Islamic law,
magqasid-based ijtihad, conditions of application.
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